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SUBJECT: CHESHIRE ARTICLE ON GIFTS 

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM EAGLEBURGER 

1. QUOTED BELOW IS THE COMPLETE ARTICLE BY MAXINE CHESHIRE 
ON YOUR GIFTS. SINCE I AM SO RELIEVED AT THE CONTENT, I 
SEND IT TO YOU DESPITE THE FACT THAT IT MAY HAVE GONE TO 
YOU IN OTHER CHANNELS. 

2. THE ARTICLE APPEARS IN THE ' STYLE" SECTION OF THE POST 

ON PAGES 1 AND 2. IT IS ACCOMPANIED BY PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
FAHMY'S PORTRAITS OF YOU AND NANCY ON PAGE 1; ON PAGE 2 
ARE PHOTOGRAPHS OF MRS. SADAT'S WOODEN STATUE "EVE," 
ROCKEFELLERS ICON, A PORTABLE BAR AND TOBACCO FROM SOVIET 
FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO AND THE SIQUEIROS 

PAINTING. 

3. TEXT OF THE ARTICLE IS AS FOLLOWS: HENRY KISSINGER HAS 
REPORTED RECEIVING 172 GIFTS FROM FOREIGN LEADERS SINCE HE 
BECAME SECRETARY OF STATE ON SEPT. 22. 1973. 

THE LIST.FILED WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT S PROTOCOL OFFICE, 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 142746 

INCLUDES 25 WEDDING PRESENTS SENT TO HIM AND HIS BRIDE, THE 
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FORMER NANCY MAGINNES, AFTER THEIR MARRIAGE LAST MARCH. 

NONE OF THE GIFTS IS AS VALUABLE AS THE SETS OF DIAMOND, 

RUBY AND EMERALD JEWELRY THAT RECORDS SHOW OIL-RICH ARAB 
ROYALTY HAVE GIVEN OTHER U.S. OFFICIALS AND THEIR WIVES IN 
RECENT YEARS. 

IN FACT, THE ONLY JEWEL ON THE LIST WHICH KISSINGER'S 
OFFICE MADE AVAILABLE OVER THE WEEKEND IS A SMALL DIAMOND 
SET IN A BRONZE MEDAL, PRESENTED TO HIM BY THE ISRAELI 
DIAMOND EXCHANGE. THE STONE WOULD GRACE ONLY A MODEST 
ENGAGEMENT RING. 

ALL THE KISSINGERS' FOREIGN GIFTS, INCLUDING WEDDING 
PRESENTS, HAVE BEEN TURNED OVER TO THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT FOR CATALOGING AND DISPOSITION IN COMPLIANCE 
WITH THE FOREIGN GIFTS AND DECORATIONS ACT OF 1966 WHICH 
BARS ALL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS SUCH ITEMS VALUED AT MORE 
THAN $50. 

ACTUALLY, THERE IS A LOT ON THE LIST COMPILED BY KISSINGER'S 
OFFICE THAT IS WORTH MUCH LESS THAN $50. THE COUPLE COULD 
HAVE THESE BACK PERMANENTLY IF THEY WISH, AFTER THEY HAVE 
BREN PROCESSED BY THE CHIEF OF PROTOCOL. 

SOME OF THE GIFTS WHICH ARE NOW FORMALLY PUBLIC PROPERTY 
HAVE BEEN RETURNED TO THE KISSINGERS FOR USE WHILE HE IS 
IN OFFICE. 

THE MOST VALUABLE FOREIGN GIFT LISTED IS A PAINTING FROM 
PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA OF MEXICO, THE COUNTRY WHERE THE 
KISSINGERS SPENT THEIR HONEYMOON. THE ARTIST IS 
MEXICO'S CELEBRATED DAVID SIQUEIROS, AND A KISSINGER 
AIDE ESTIMATED LAST WEEK THAT THE PAINTING IS PROBABLY 
WORTH "AROUND $20,000." 

THE PAINTING, OF THREE CROUCHING PEASANTS, NOW HANGS 
OPPOSITE KISSINGER'S STATE DEPARTMENT DESK. 

KISSINGER ALSO KEEPS TWO OTHER WEDDING GIFTS ON DISPLAY IN 
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HIS OFFICE, BUT THEY CAME FROM HIS WIFE'S BOSS, FORMER 
NEW YORK GOV. NELSON ROCKEFELLER, AND DON'T BELONG TO THE 
GOVERNMENT. ONE IS A RUSSIAN ICON AND THE OTHER A LARGE 
CELADON CHINESE BOWL. 

MANY LEADERS, KNOWING THAT KISSINGER LIKES CONTEMPORARY 
ART, SENT PAINTINGS. EGYPT'S FOREIGN MINISTER ISMAIL 
FAHMI COMMISSIONED STYLIZED PORTRAITS OF BOTH KISSINGERS 
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FROM A NOTED ARTIST IN HIS COUNTRY AND SENT THEM IN 
ELABORATE, SILK-COVERED CASES. 

SAUDI ARABIAN KING FAISAL'S GIFTS INCLUDE A BRASS COFFEE 
URN, A BLACK SAMSONITE BRIEFCASE AND A BOOK TITLED: 

"COLORS OF THE ARAB FATHERLAND." 

EGYPT'S PRESIDENT AND MRS. ANWAR SADAT. ON VARIOUS OCCA- 
SIONS, HAVE SENT A SILVER TEA SERVICE, A WOODEN TABLE 
INLAID WITH IVORY, AND A MODERN WOODEN STATUE TITLED: 

"EVE." 

THE LAST DEPICTS A LONG-LEGGED NUDE STANDING IN WHAT LOOKS 
LIKE A GROVE OF CACTI. AFTER SOMEONE REMARKED THAT ITS 
FACIAL FEATURES REMINDED HER OF NANCY KISSINGER, AIDES 
HAVE KEPT THE STATUE SHROUDED IN BROWN WRAPPING PAPER. 

A NUMBER OF THE GIFTS ARE SILVER. EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR 
ASHRAF GHORBAL SENT SILVER CANDLESTICKS AS A WEDDING 
PRESENT. SO DID LUXEMBOURG'S FOREIGN MINISTER GASTON 
THORN. TURKISH AMBASSADOR MELIH ESENBEL SENT A HANDSOME 
SILVER MIRROR. SO DID PERU'S FOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTER 
MIGUEL ANGEL DE LA FLOR. 

INDIA'S AMBASSADOR TRILOKI NATH KAUL SENT A GOLD-TRIMMED 
SILVER TEA SERVICE MADE BY A MASTER CRAFTSMAN OF BHUTAN. 

IN ONE OF THE TWO STORAGE ROOMS WHERE THE GIFTS ARE KEPT, 
THERE IS A STACK OF RUGS, WHOSE DONORS INCLUDE ALGERIAN 
PRESIDENT HOUARI BOUMEDIENE, TUNISIAN PRESIDENT HABIB 
BOURGUIBA AND SOVIET PARTY BOSS LEONID I. BREZHNEV. 

ONE IS VICUNA FUR BACKED IN VELVET SO THAT IT CAN BE USED 
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AS A BED COVER. IT WAS A GIFT OF ARGENTINA'S FOREIGN 
MINISTER ALBERTO J. VIGNES. 

ISRAEL'S FORMER PRIME MINISTER GOLDA MEIR GAVE THE 
KISSINGERS, WHO HAVE AN INTEREST IN ARCHEOLOGY, FOUR 
ANCIENT CLAY OIL LAMPS. JORDAN'S KING HUSSEIN ALSO SENT 
CENTURIES OLD RELICS - POTTERY, GLASS AND COINS. 

IF THE GIFTS WERE TO GO ON PUBLIC DISPLAY, THE ONE WHICH 
WOULD PROBABLY RAISE THE MOST EYEBROWS IS AN AUTOMATIC 
PISTOL WHICH CAME IN A CARTON WITH FOUR BOXES OF SHELLS. 

IT WAS A PRESENT FROM THE SYRIAN DEFENSE MINISTER AND IS 
A SOVIET-MADE K54. 

THE GIFT LIST RECORDS ONLY THOSE ITEMS WHICH HAVE BEEN 
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RECEIVED SINCE KISSINGER BECAME SECRETARY OF STATE. THEY 
DO NOT INCLUDE FOREIGN GIFTS RECEIVED FROM 1969 TO 1973. 

WHILE KISSINGER SERVED AS PRESIDENT NIXON'S FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS ADVISER. 

A KISSINGER AIDE, LARRY EAGLEBURGER, SAID LAST WEEK THAT 
THOSE GIFTS ARE AT THE WHITE HOUSE. THE WHITE HOUSE HAS 
REPEATEDLY DECLINED TO MAKE PUBLIC THE RECORDS IT MAIN- 
TAINS ON FOREIGN GIFTS TO THE FIRST FAMILY AND WHITE HOUSE 
AIDES. END TEXT SISCO 
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